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O U R  Y E A R  I N  R E V I E W
• In September, we met for the first time to explore What is Playful 

Inquiry Approaches

• In October, we held our first collaboration session and distributed 
the Line kit.

• Also in October, we met to explore Habits of Mind.

• In November, I visited your environments.

• In December, we met for our second collaboration session with a 
Color kit.  

• In January, we gathered to examine the observation and assessment 
of Habits of Mind with Documenting Learning with Habits of Mind.

• In February, we met for our third collaboration session with a Loose 
parts kit

• And here we are in April/May with 2nd classroom visits on-going and 
at our fourth and final collaboration session.



R E T U R N I N G  T O  
W I R E

• Wire is flexible, bendable, transformable

• As you have participated in this cohort over the year, 
how have you bent, and flexed, and transformed?



C O L U M B I A  C I T Y  - A N  I N S P I R A T I O N



C O L U M B I A  C I T Y  - A  S U R P R I S E



M C B R I D E  - A N  I N S P I R A T I O N



L E W I S  &  C L A R K  - A N  I N S P I R A T I O N

● Creating a space for big body movements to support our 
classroom



L E W I S  &  C L A R K  -  A  S U R P R I S E



L E W I S  &  C L A R K  



S E A S I D E  E R I N  
-  A N  
I N S P I R A T I O N
I  W A S  
I N S P I R E D  B Y  
T H E  B O O K  A N D  
T H E  K I T  T O  
E X P L O R E  
C O L O R S .



S E A S I D E  
E R I N  -  A  
S U R P R I S E
W H A T  
S U R P R I S E D  
M E  W A S  H O W  
E N G A G E D  
T H E Y  W E R E ,  
H O W  L O N G  
T H E Y  S T A Y E D  
A T  T H I S  
A C T I V I T Y  
A N D  T H E  
D I A L O G U E !



S E A S I D E  E R I N  -  A  Q U E S T I O N  O R  W O N D E R I N G  T O  
G U I D E  F U T U R E  P L A Y F U L  E X P L O R A T I O N  -   I  A M  
E X C I T E D  T O  H A V E  S T A R T E D  H A B I T S  O F  M I N D  A N D  
E X C I T E D  T O  S E E  H O W  I T  W I L L  I N F L U E N C E  O U R  
R E F L E C T I O N S ,  C O N V E R S A T I O N S ,  A N D  T E A C H I N G .



S I M P L Y  K I D S  -  A N  I N S P I R A T I O N
In an effort to stretch as an 
educator and step outside my 
comfort zone, we explored clay 
this week. Inspired by the book 
‘Mama Built a Little Nest’ by 
Jennifer Ward, we have been 
experimenting with different art 
mediums to create bird nests. 
Every time I entered my storage 
room to gather supplies for 
provocations over the last two 
weeks, the clay exploration box 
that has been sitting on the shelf 
neglected for years kept calling to 
me. To be more precise, it was 
Christyn’s voice I heard, 
encouraging me to take the leap 
and just do it. Today was that day.



S I M P L Y  K I D S  -  A  S U R P R I S E
The clay was a hit, and of course, the 
conversations were funny, inspiring, and joyful. Did 
my skin crawl while working with it? Yes, of course, 
it did, but I did it, and in the end, my students 
reassured me that it was the right choice, as they 
think it is the best medium we have used to build 
nests so far.

Some standout statements that made me giggle 
and eased my own sensory aversions included:

While pushing as hard as possible on the clay to 
start forming its shape, Anthony exclaimed, "This 
is why I work out!" 

At first touch, Elijah remarked, "No way! This is a 
rock, and we can't turn rocks into bird nests!"



A S T O R I A  –  
A N  I N S P I R A T I O N

To watch the kids excitement and 
creativity, the way the kids think when 
they are able to have these hands on 
activities is inspiring to watch. The 
creativeness, exploring different 
ideas, and finding out their individual 
personalities through their play is a 
way we can also learn through them.



A S T O R I A  -  A  
S U R P R I S E

How long they stayed engaged 

with the activities that were 

presented to us vs “just playing”



A S T O R I A  -  A  Q U E S T I O N  O R  W O N D E R I N G  T O  
G U I D E  F U T U R E  P L A Y F U L  E X P L O R A T I O N
I love all the ideas that 
were presented. Thank you 
Kim , for helping me come 
up with more ideas.. like, 
the use of black & white. 
When you said to have 
them look at themselves in 
mirrors and try to have 
them draw themselves. I 
appreciate all the ideas 
that help me come up with 
other ideas as well.



S E A S I D E  J E N  -  A N  I N S P I R A T I O N

Everytime I go to “teacher school” I come 
back and share what I learned with my 
students. After our exploration of ripped 
paper and collage, we read Frederick and 
experimented with ripping and gluing 
paper and creating stories with it. So many 
ideas blossomed, and continue to! Our 
scrap paper bin constantly needs to be 
refilled, but their ideas and stories are 
endless! 



S E A S I D E  J E N  -  A  S U R P R I S E

Sometimes letting them explore new things is the 
lesson in itself, no pre-teaching required!  One day I 
left out the paint bottles when filling their tins and 
they were inspired to fill them themselves the next 
time. Natural focus and determination happened! 
Same with the hole puncher, I set it out with 
materials to make lady bugs and they loved figuring 
it out!

THis surprised ME one 
really hard day when I 
needed some joy and 
a reminder that it 
exists even on the hard 
days. Sometimes we 
just have to look a little 
harder for it to “stick” 
out.



S E A S I D E  J E N  -  A  Q U E S T I O N  O R  
W O N D E R I N G  T O  G U I D E  F U T U R E  P L A Y F U L  
E X P L O R A T I O N

Ideas for creating inspiration with blocks and building, that invites 
collaboration, sharing of materials and working together for a shared 
outcome. 



N E S T U C C A  S O U T H  -  A N  I N S P I R A T I O N

Bringing out mirrors and templates to encourage my 
students to create themselves was inspiring for us all. 
~Teacher Cindy



N E S T U C C A  S O U T H  -  A  S U R P R I S E

Simply bringing magnifying glasses outside with 
us opened up a whole new world for our 
students. ~Teacher Cindy



N E S T U C C A  S O U T H  -  A  Q U E S T I O N  O R  
W O N D E R I N G  T O  G U I D E  F U T U R E  P L A Y F U L  
E X P L O R A T I O N

How do I incorporate more natural, messy playful exploration 
into 
our everyday play without feeling overwhelmed by the mess? 
~Teacher Cindy



G A R I B A L D I  -  A N  I N S P I R A T I O N

We bought nature inside and planted sunflower seeds. The kids are invested in 
their growth and care. They are super impressed with how tall they have gotten 

and are excited to observe them daily. 



G A R I B A L D I  -  A  S U R P R I S E

I switched my schedule up so students go 
straight from morning recess to center time. 
This has had so many surprising benefits: 
students have had more time to play and 
explore, teachers feel less rushed with the 
transition, and we are able to settle students 
with a story before heading out to lunch 
recess, which is necessary for some. I was 
surprised that such a little and easy change 
had such great benefits for everyone in the 
classroom. 



G A R I B A L D I  -  A  Q U E S T I O N  O R  W O N D E R I N G  
T O  G U I D E  F U T U R E  P L A Y F U L  E X P L O R A T I O N

Our lower (covered) playground has lots of 
cement and limited storage! We bring out balls 

and a fairy bucket and there is limited equipment 
to climb on (due to the size of the preschoolers - 
they can’t reach, they can’t climb). Mostly there is 

just room to run. How can I bring more to the 
outside play experience - more imagination, more 

hands on ‘stuff’, more things for the kids to do?





N E H A L E M  - A N  I N S P I R A T I O N







F A M I LY  
E X P L O R E

A  T O O L  T O  S U P P O R T  

P L A Y F U L  I N Q U I R Y  

A P P R O A C H E S

A  B R I E F  H I S T O R Y



F A M I L Y  
E X P L O R E  
P R I N C I P L E S
• Focused on big concepts or “Big Ideas” 

into which multifaceted exploration and 
learning might occur.

• Easily incorporated into regular family 
routines.

• Using materials commonly found in a 
household OR natural elements that might 
be found on a walk.

• Emphasizes role of adults in noticing and 
wondering with the child.

• Links between explorations, habits of 
mind, and school success.



FA M I LY  E X P L O R E  S U I T E S

C o l l e c t i o n s  o f  r e s o u r c e s  t o  e n g a g e  c h i l d r e n  a n d  f a m i l i e s



F A M I L Y  E X P L O R E  B I G  I D E A S

Sound (s)

Who Am I? (s)

Emotions

Transformation

Detail  (zooming in, zooming out)

Story explore

Math explore

Line (s)

Color (s)

Texture (s)

Water (s)

Nature (s)

Light and Shadow (s)



A  S I M P L E  
F A M I L Y  
“ H A N D O U T ”



F A M I L Y  
E X P L O R E  
P R A C T I C E  
N O T E S



E X P L O R I N G

Explore includes opportunities to see, 
touch, taste, smell, hear.  

Exploration prompts include … 

What do you see?  What do you notice?  
What do you think?  Tell me about?  What 
happened?  I’m curious…



S T O R Y  E X P L O R E
Story explore offers opportunities to tell 
stories, talk about events, imagine worlds 
and adventures.

Story Explore prompts include …

What happened next?  Why did they …?  
How will they…?  What happened the next 
day?  Tell me about …



T I N K E R I N G
Tinkering includes opportunities to build, 
create, invent, solve a problem with 
materials, figure out how something 
works.

Tinkering prompts include…

How might we…?   What happened?  How 
did you think of that?  What does it do?  
How does it work?  What did you 
discover?



M A T H  E X P L O R E
Math Explore offers opportunities to count, 
compare, sort, pattern, connect.

Math Explore prompts include…

How many do we need?  How many do we 
have?  Are they all the same?  Is it as 
long/short as …?



A  S H O R T  V I D E O



V I D E O  2 :   R S G  P A R T N E R S H I P



F A M I L Y  
E X P L O R E  

M A T E R I A L S  
O N  O U R  

P R O J E C T  
P A G E



E V A L U A T I O N S



C L O S I N G  A N D  N E X T  S T E P S
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